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Science centers and muscums are increasingly making the commitment o bring
science to all people. Yet there are many reasons why some members of our com-
munities do not typically visit us, In this issue, we look at the many creative ways
science centers are overcoming barriers—including cost, location, lack of interest,
language and cultural concerns, or perceptions of museums as unwelcoming or
inaccessible—to extend their reach 10 new audiences. By building relationships
based on respect and murual goals, science centers and museums are engaging
ever-diversifying audiences in personally relevant ways,
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Mations around the world recognize that to be competitive in the global economy and to address a variety of societal issues,
they must cultivate a strong and innovative science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) workforce. In September 2010,
the ULS. Presidenc’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology proposed a two-pronged approach to achicving this goal,
focusing on both preparation and inspiration. In this issue, we examine how science centers can help inspire and equip people
from all backgrounds to pursue STEM career opportunities by providing them with access to role models, supportive environ-
ments, and skill-building opportunities.
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